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EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EASTON, MA

RICHARDSON OLMSTED SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, March 28, 2023

Minutes of the Richardson Olmsted School Council Meeting, March 28, 2023, Virtual meeting convened

at 6 p.m. Present by roll call: Chris Getchell (principal), Jennifer Gilabert, Rita Pastore, Amy Cormier, Lauren
Loomis, Johanna Silverman, Monica Lawson

Call Meeting to Order: Chris Getchell called the meeting to order at 6:04pm

Vote to Approve Minutes of January 17, 2023 - Vote was called to order to approve the minutes, seconded,
and approved by all members in attendance.

1. Garden Club

a. Monica Lawson raised funds for Garden club new garden beds. Done at RO on March 28. She volunteers

and runs the garden club with 12 students per grade level and different sessions throughout the year. It is a
huge success.

2. RO Playground Plan Update

a.

Chris explained that we applied to CPA for funding and they unanimously voted to approve funding of
the RO playground. PTA Boosterthon money ($35,000) will also be used towards the funding of the
playground. The next step is for it to be approved at Town Meeting. Chris explained it will be the town’s
playground. For all to use and enjoy including a walking track. There will be outdoor classroom seating
basketball, swings, gaga ball , fencing, garden area and a beautiful natural looking space on the north or
Olmsted side and open play space on the south or Richardson side.

Chris asked to spread the word for people to go to town meeting..

Jennifer Gilabert and Monica Lawson will spread word about the playground and town meeting on social
media.

The RO Playground committee has contributed to the plan and will meet next Friday.

Chris will add playground information to the RO website.

3. Presentation of Drafted Literacy Goal for School Improvement Plan

a.

C.

Chris displayed and explained Literacy goal based on science of reading and adoption of the new literacy
program Wit and Wisdom for next year. 2 programs were piloted in grades 3 to 5 this year. Wit and
Wisdom was chosen. He explained it as a high quality authentic engaging program with quality texts and
lots of writing involved.

Chris went over the school improvement plan which shares MCAS data as the data source. The goal is to
increase student literacy achievement in grades 3 to 5 with staff and students using the new program Wit
and Wisdom.

Chris explained all staff were trained in the science of reading this year.
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d. Jennifer Gilabert asked for an explanation of MCAS as she is new to MA. Chris explained that MCAS is
given to all students in the state in grades 3 to 5 and helps us to see where we are excelling and falling
short in our instruction. He also explained it is only one piece of growth measurement. Chris added
maybe he will add other assessment measurements to the goal as well as MCAS.

e. Chris explained the staff will implement Wit and Wisdom with fidelity and staff will have ongoing
professional development including staff pilot teachers training and supporting other teachers during the
year of implementation. He expects that all staff will implement 3 out of 4 modules. He will use faculty
meetings for staff to share experiences and give time to collaborate.

f. He explained the use of 2 grade level data meetings and 2 progress monitoring meetings to assess student
progress next year.

g. Amy Cormier stated she welcomes staff to observe her and go over the structure of the program and
stated staff should get training in May.

h. Jennifer Gilabert stated her child is in Alice Chase’s room who is a pilot teacher and she has seen growth
in her written responses and liked the texts used.

4. Brainstorm Potential other SIP Goals Next Year

a. Social emotional goals were mentioned for the School Improvement Plan. Chris stated the use of the
Second Step program as Tier 1.

b. Anxiety and social emotional needs of students and the population in general was brought up as a
concern.

¢. Chris explained our 3 licensed mental health staff and it was brought up that it would be a good idea to
introduce those people to families and involve parents in a social emotional goal.

d. Chris mentioned PTA sponsoring guest speakers on Mental health .

e. Rita mentioned social emotional health was brought up at PBIS meeting and the involvement of PE, and
Health staff to be involved in the new playground to help with students who have trouble in those
unstructured settings like recess.

5. Brainstorm Other Possible Goals for School Improvement Plan think ahead for next
meeting.

6. Other - open discussion

Adjournment:

On a motion by Chris Getchell, seconded by Lauren Loomis, with a roll call vote of 7, the Committee
adjourned at 7:.02 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Rita Pastore



